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He recommended the ſeparate 

inſtruction of children and young per- 
ſons in the following diſcourſe, and many of 
my friends having expreſſed their wiſhes, that 
I would give a particular account of my con- 
duct in this reſpect at Birmingham, I ſhall 
take this opportunity of doing it. But I 
muſt previouſly obſerve, that I have more 
than once changed my methods, and may ſee 
reaſon to do ſo again. Beſides, no one per- 
ſon's cuſtom will exactly ſuit another, eſpeci- 
ally in a different ſituation. In all theſe 
things we muſt be guided by our particular 
_ diſpoſitions, and the circumſtances in which 
we find ourſelves. What I did in the laſt 
years of my reſidence at Birmingham was as 
tollows. 
I diſtri- 
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I diſtributed the younger part of the con- 
gregation into three claſſes; the firſt con- 
fiſting of thoſe who were from about five or 
| fix to ten or twelve years of age; the ſecond, 
of thoſe who were from ten or twelve to 
ſixteen or eighteen ; and the third, of thoſe 
who were between that age and thirty. The 
firſt and laſt of theſe claſſes I inſtructed about 
nine months in the year, omitting my lec- 
tures to them when the days were the ſhorteſt, 
as I attended the firſt of them before the 
morning ſervice, and the laſt immediately 
after the evening ſervice. But the middle 
claſs, which attended between the two ſer- | 
vices, I kept up all the year round. | 

In the firſt claſs I taught my own Catechiſm 
for children and young perſons, and the firſt 
part of Watts's Hiſtorical Catechiſm, as altered 
| by myſelf. I alſo made them repeat Vatts's 


Hymns for Children ; and when the claſs con- 


ſiſted of tov many for all of them to repeat 
the hymn, I ſelected two or three by lot to 
; | do 
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do it, or made them recite the ſeparate verſes 
by turns, 
In the ſecond claſs I taught the ſecond part 
of Watts's Hiſtorical Catechiſm, and my 
own Scripture Catechiſm, the object of this 
claſs being to make the children well ac- 
quainted with the ſcriptures. With the ſame 
view I alſo taught them ſcripture. geography, 
by means of maps, which I had drawn and 
engraved for that purpoſe. Each of the 
children had a copy of the map, with names 
upon it, but in the lecture room they pointed 
to the places on the map without any names. 
In teaching the Scripture Catechiſm, I 
never confined myſelf to the queſtions printed 
in the book, but divided moſt of them into a 
great number, and likewiſe introduced many 
others, which, if they had carefully read the 
portion of ſcripture to which they were di- 
reed, they would readily anſwer. I cloſed 
this lecture either with an exerciſe on the 
map, or with requiring them to find the 
place in which mention was made of ſome , 
A 3 remark = 
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remarkable fact, or which contained ſome im- 
portant ſentence, which I recited to them, the 
perſon who firſt found it beginning to read. 
This exerciſe, exciting emulation, was always 
particularly intereſting to the young perſons ; 
but I made it a rule that, when any one per- 
ſon had been the firſt to find two. paſſages, 
he ſhould not fpeak any more. Otherwiſe 
the exerciſe might have been confined to a 
few who were more expert than the reſt. 
The younger part of this claſs I commonly 
exerciſed by naming any particular chapter or 
verſe, and requiring them to turn to it as 
quickly as they could. 

To this claſs 1 gave every month or fix 
weeks a ſubject to write upon, ſuch as. 
| abridgements of particular portions of ſcrip- 
ture hiſtory, the enumeration of remarkable 
events in particular lives, as thoſe of Abra- ; 
ham, Jacob, David, &c. in the Old Teſta- 
ment, and Peter, Paul, and others in the 
New ; an account of miracles performed by 
particular perſons, or of any particular kind, 
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as thoſe of Moſes, Elijah, Daniel, &c. the 
inſtances of Chriſt healing particular diſeaſes, 
as blindneſs, leproſy, fever, &c. accounts of 
men eminently good, and of others eminently 
bad, &c. &c. &c. Such exerciſes as theſe it 
will be very eaſy for the teacher to point out, 
and diverſify in a great variety of ways; but 
the object of all of them ſhould be to make 
the pupils well acquainted with the ſcrip- 
tures, and eſpecially the hiſtorical parts of 
them. | 

Laſtly, at the diſtance of about once a 
month, I gave to thoſe who compoſed this 
claſs particular portions of ſcripture, or ſome 
pſalm or hymn, to get by heart, which I made 

them repeat by lot. 
T0 the third claſs I lectured from my 

Inſtitutes of natural and revealed Religion, and 
alſo my Hiſtory of the C orruptions of Chriſtt- 
anity, reading a portion of thoſe works, and 
enlarging upon it extempore. At one time 1 
read a ſhort courſe of lectures on Jeteiſb an- 
SE A4 liquities. 
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tiguities, In this lecture I encouraged the 
pupils to aſk me any queſtions whatever; and 
before I entered upon any lecture, I aſked 
many queſtions relating to the ſubject of the 
preceding, fo as in reality to go over the ſame 
ground twice. But I never looked to any 
particular perſon for an anſwer, leſt ſome 
might be diſcouraged ; and if no perſon made 
any anſwer, I explained the ſame ſubject again 
myſelf. 1 
To this claſs J gave ſubjects of greater dif- 
ficulty to write upon, ſuch as the marks of 
the wiſdom of God in the creation, arguments 
for a future ſtate, a ſummary view of the 
the reſurrection of Jeſus, and other parts of 
the general evidence of revealed religion, as 
alſo views of the riſe and progreſs of the 
corruptions of Chriſtianity. Theſe exerciſes 
were not abſolutely required of any perſon, 
but were given voluntarily by thoſe of the 
pupils who had the greateſt ability and the 
molt leiſure. If any perſon choſe it, I under- 
took. 
5. 
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took that no perſon ſhould ſee his exerciſe 
beſides myſelf; but in general, thoſe who 
brought exerciſes had the privilege of ſeeing 
thoſe of their fellow pupils. | 

I hardly necd to obſerve to my brethren in 
the miniſtry, that I had more ſatisfaction in 
attending theſe claſſes than in any other part 
of my miniſterial duty; ſeeing the progreſs 
my pupils actually made in religious know- 
ledge. Whereas the effect of | preaching to 
a mixed audience is at beſt ſlow and uncertain; 
and young perſons, whoſe minds are moſt 
ſuſceptible of impreſſions of all kinds, ſeldom 
feel themſelves much intereſted in them, and 
conſequently give little attention to them. 

That the preceding are the beſt methods 
that can be taken to promote the religious in- 
ſtruction of youth, I am far from aſſerting; 
but that they are capable of anſwering this 
end to a conſiderable degree, my own experi- 
ence, of many years, ſufficiently proves. If 
the great objec, which 1 is the inſtruction of 

| youth 
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oth 3 in the principles of "TOM and eſpe- 
cially to make the ſcriptures (which are the 
ſource of all religious knowledge) familiar to 
them, be kept in view, adequate methods of 
gaining it will not fail to ſuggeſt themſelves. 
An upright intention, and good will to the 
work, from a ſenſe of its importance, joined 
to the idea of its practicability, is all that is 
really requiſite. The practice itſelf is eaſy, and 
ſucceſs certain. If any perſon, through diſ- 


truſt of himſelf, have doubts with reſpect to 
the laſt of theſe claſſes, there cannot be any 


with reſpect to the two firſt, and they are of 
the greateſt importance, as the foundation of 
every thing elſe. 
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In the Preſs, 


The Forgiveneſs of Enemies recommended, 


In a Diſcourſe intended to be delivered on the Author's * 
| Return to BIRMINGHAM. 


An Appeal to the Public on the Subject of 
the late Riots in Birmingham. 


This Work will be ready for Publication about the End 
of JANUARY next. 
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SINCE this Sermon and the Preface have 
been printed off, I have received a letter from 
one of my late congregation at Birmingham, | 
which gives ſuch an account of the conduct | 
of the young perſons belonging to it, as fully 
proves the utility of the plan of inſtruction T 
have here recommended, and verifies what I 
have — of them, p. iv. I have therefore 
been adviſed to ſubjoin an extract from that 
letter, and the Reſolutions of the congregation 
contained in it, as an encouragement to other. 
miniſters to adopt ſimilar plans. 

Speaking of a ſermon, which was 
preached on Sunday the 11th inſtant, for the 
ſupport of the Sunday ſchools belonging to - 
the congregation, my correſpondent writes as 
follows os 
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© The children made a charming appear- i 
ance — there were 195 of them. All the girls, 
having caps and tippets, appeared as though 


in a uniform; and the boys, being remarkably 


clean in their linen, and decent in their 


clothes, were in no degree a diſgrace to them. 


Your young men have ſo zealouſly followed 


your advice in inſtructing theſe children, by 
preaching to them (if you will excuſe the 


expreſſion) and praying with them every 


Sunday afternoon, that I thought it right the 


congregation ſhould teſtify the pleaſure it 


gave them; and accordingly ſeveral reſolutions 
have been paſſed this afternoon, which I will 
copy, as I think they will give you pleaſure, 
and afford an incontroyertible proof, in the 
objects they allude to, that you have not la- 
boured in vain, but may expect a rich harveſt 
from the good ſeed you have ſo diligently 


ſowed amongſt us. May the bleſſing of 


God render your labours at Hackney equally 
ſucceſsful ! 
Extract 
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Extract from the Minutes of a Congregational 


Meeting of the Subſcribers to the late New 
Meeting, held on Sunday 11th Dec. 1791. 


Reſolved, That it appears to this meeting, 


that the young perſons of the congrega- 
tion, who have ſo diligently and wiſely 
exerted themſelves in the conduct of the 
Sunday ſchools, deſerve the warmeſt ac- 
knowledgements of the ſociety; and that 
it would be proper for the congregation 
to expreſs their commendation of the 
practice which the young men have 
eſtabliſhed, of preparing and delivering 
an addreſs (in turns) for the inſtruction 
of the children, and of going to prayer 
with them every Sunday afternoon. 
That the viſitors of the Sunday {chools be- 
longing to this ſociety be deſired, in the 
firſt inſtance, to accept the affectionate 
thanks of the congregation, for their 


truly laudable exertions in the conduct of 
theſe 
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theſe ſchools, together with an aſſurance, 
that the ſociety rejoices with them in 


the ſucceſs of their virtuous endeavours, 
and would earneſtly exhort them to con- 


tinue their diligence in this good work. 
That the young men, who have aſſociated 


for the purpoſe of inſtructing and en- 
couraging youth in the paths of religion 
and virtue, be aſſured that the congrega- 
tion experiences a grateful pleaſure in 
their exertions, and earneſtly intreats 
them to perſevere in their accuſtomed 
duties, without abating of that truly 
commendable zeal they have hitherto 


manifeſted. 
That the committee appointed for the ma- 


nagement of the Sunday ſchools, which 


now contain 195 children, are alſo en- 


titled to, and hereby deſired to accept, the 
thanks of the congregation for ſeconding 
the efforts of the young people, and that 
they be aſſured of the diſpoſition of the 
ſociety to afford them every neceſſary” | 
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DISCOURS E 


This a 5 We wiſh, even your perfection. 


2 Co. xiii. 9. 


EING honoured with a call to the 
office of Chriſtian miniſter to this 
congregation, I ſhall take this opportunity 
of explaining my views with reſpect to the 
obje& and end of it. But, not to fatigue 
your attention too much, I ſhall omit what 
relates to the ordinary and well-known duties 
of all Chriſtian miniſters, and confine myſelf 
to ſome particular methods which, with your 
approbation, I wiſh to introduce, in order 


more 
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more effectually to gain this end. And theſe 


are not mere projects, the ſucceſs of which 
might be doubtful ; but what I have em- 
ployed to the greateſt advantage in former 
fituations of ſome continuance. 


In the laſt of theſe ſituations I was pecu- 
larly happy ; and while I live I ſhall retain 
the moſt pleafing remembrance of it. In 
what manner it pleaſed divine providence, 
which orders all events, to remove me from 
it, is not, I preſume, unknown to any of 
you. It was the hand of violence. But 
whatever was the part that man acted in it, 
we ſhould never forget that there is the hand 
of God, as well as that of man, in all events, 
thoſe in which the worſt of men are the 
agents, and in which their worſt paſſions are 
| employed, not excepted, and that whatever 
men may. intend, the defigns of God are 
always juſt, wiſe, and kind. 


For whatever purpoſe the divine Being has 
been pleaſed to remove me from Birmingham, 
and to make an opening for me in this place, 
os: not yet appear, any more than how long 

this 
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this new ſtation may continue. But we muſt 
conclude that it was for good, and I hope, 
my brethren, it was for good to you, and to 
myſelf alſo. It will, however, be the fault 
of both if it be not ſo. Let us, then, endea- 
vour to derive from this our new relation to 


each other, all the advantages that it is capa- 


ble of ſupplying ; and this will be accom- 
pliſhed by the faithful Eo of our re- 
ſpective duties. 


Before I proceed to explain myſelf any 
_ farther, I cannot avoid adverting to another 
circumſtance in the unſearchable ways of 
divine providence ; and ſuch reflections as 
theſe tend to awe and humble us, to bend 
our wills to that of the great Being, in whoſe 
hand our breath is, and whoſe are all our 
ways, and to prepare us for any future events 
which that ſupreme and all- comprehenſive 
mind may have deſtined for us. 


On my annual viſit to London, prior to 
the laſt, when my moſt honoured friend, and 
your late excellent paſtor, was living, and 
even in better health and ſpirits than he had 

enjoyed 
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enjoyed for fome years preceding, I little 
imagined that at my next annual vifit I ſhould 
preach his funeral ſermon ; and at that time 
J as little imagined that I ſhould be his fuc- 
ceſſor in this place. Both theſe events, how- 
ever, with every thing elſe that yet lies be- 
fore us, and of which we are equally and 
happily ignorant, were then, and at all times, 
known to that great Being who ſees the end 
from the beginning, and who calls things 
that are not as though they were. To this 
will, though unknown to us, let us be ever 
willing to ſubmit ; firmly believing it to be 
the wiſeſt and beſt, and holding ourſelves 
always ready to perform the duties of any 
fituation in which, though ever ſo unexpect- 
edly, we may be placed. For every new 
fituation has new duties. What are mine 
and yours at preſent it is our buſineſs to at- 
tend to. 


It has pleaſed our divine Author to make 
man a ſocial being ; and he has led us by this 
principle to diſtribute and claſs ourſelves in a 
great variety of ways, for civil and religious 
purpoſes. This is the origin of nations, and 


of 
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of churches; and the duties of the members 
of theſe ſocieties have reſpect to the parti- 
cular objects and uſes of them. 


The- Author of our religion, not being 
ignorant of human nature, had a view to this 
circumſtance in the conſtitution of his church. 
For as the apoſtle ſays, when he aſcended up 
on high, and led captivity captive, he gave 
gifts unto men, and appointed in his church 
not only extraordinary officers, ſuch as apoſtles 
and prophets, but likewiſe ordinary ones, as 
paſtors and teachers, for the work of the 
ſaints, and for the edifying of the body of 
Chriſt. The few rules of diſcipline which 
he eſtabliſhed, have reſpect to aſſociated bodies 
of Chriſtians. For he ſays, that if a brother 
offend, the perſon offended muſt firſt tell 
bim his fault to himſelf alone. After this 
he is to take one or two with him; but if 
theſe methods fail, he is to bring the affair 
before the church; and if the perſon who 
is in fault will not hear the church, he is to 
be conſidered as a heathen or a publican; 
i. e. he is to be excluded from their ſocieties, 
and the advantages of them. 

Bc | Wherever 
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Wherever the apoſtles preached chriſti- 
anity, they eſtabliſned churches, with regular 
officers, whoſe duty reſpected thoſe churches. 
Wherever there was a ſufficient number of 
converts, they made a formal appointment of 
elders and deacons, to attend both to the 
ſpiritual and temporal concerns of the 
churches ; and the members of theſe churches 
had regular meetings, at leaſt once a week, 
on the Lord's day, and then the elders and 
deacons conſtantly officiated. The ſcriptures 
were publicly read, prayers were made, pſalms 
were ſung, and the Lord's ſupper admi- 
niſtered; and it was the buſineſs of ſome 
perſons to ſee that theſe Wings were done 
decently and in order. 


For this purpoſe Timothy, and no doubt 
other Chriſtian miniſters, were to give them- 
ſelves wholly to theſe duties, and eſpecially 
to improve themſelves by the diligent ſtudy 
of the ſcriptures, ſo as to qualify them to in- 
ſtruct others. That ſuch was the conſtant 
practice of the apoſtles, of all the primitive 
Chriſtians, and indeed of all Chriſtians of 


every age to the preſent time, in whatever 
| elſe 
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elſe they might differ, is undeniable. We 
cannot doubt, therefore, but that Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and the apoſtles, as well as all Chriſtians 
in every age, were fully apprized of the uſes 
of Chriſtian churches regularly conſtituted, 
and that the buſineſs of Chriſtian inſtruction 
and edification could not be ſo well conducted 


without them. 


But had we known nothing of the opinion 
or practice of our Saviour or the apoſtles, with 
reſpect to this ſubject, we muſt ourſelves, if 
we had given any attention to the nature and 
end of Chriſtianity, to the nature of man, and 
to the ſituation of all Chriſtians in this ſtate 
of trial, have diſcovered the propriety and uſe 
of Chriſtian ſocieties, with proper officers to 
preſide and officiate in them: for officers are 


ns in all ſocieties. 


chin | is a \ fydein of a and of 
duties. The doctrines, few and ſimple as they 
are, require to be taught and explained, the 
corruptions and abuſes which have been intro- 


duced into it muſt be guarded againſt, and the 
8 duties 
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ties, and that numbers ſhould hear inſtruction 


18 The religious Inſtruction 


duties of chriſtianity muſt be inculcated. To 


do this to each individual ſeparately, is evi- 
dently impoſſible - and the inſtruction which 
ſuits one perſon may equally ſuit great numbers; 
and therefore it is moſt convenient togive them 
to the whole ſociety at the ſame time. Be- 
fides, chriſtian duties are inculcated with much 
greater effect to ſocieties than to ſingle per- 


| ſons. If any impreſſion is to be made upon 


the heart, and the affections; if men are to be 
led to feel, in order to determine, and to act, 
the diſcourſes will be delivered to much 
greater advantage to a ſociety than to ſeparate 
individuals, The teacher himſelf will be 
much more animated, and he will therefore 
ſpeak to greater effect, in addrefling a large 
audience, than in ſpeaking to ſingle perſons; 


and every individual of the audience will feel 


the force of the exhortation much more ſen- 
fibly himſelf, when he perceives the effect of 
it upon others. 


It is of great importance, therefore, that 
Chriſtians ſhould form themſelves into ſocie- 


and 
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and exhortation at the ſame time. And that 
prayer is highly uſeful, and therefore proper, 
upon ſuch occaſions, is evident for exactly 
the ſame reaſon. It ſeems unqueſtionable, 
that if prayer, or an addreſs to the ſupreme 
Being, be proper at all, it muſt be as proper 
for ſocieties as for ſingle perſons ; and one of 
the company may as well be the mouth of the 
reſt in ſpeaking on this occaſion as on any 
other. 


Here, however, I find a ſociety of Chriſ- 
tians ſo conſtituted. You, my brethren, and 
your fathers before you, have been uſed to 
aſſemble, and to aſſemble in this place, for the 
| purpoſe of Chriſtian inſtruction and Chriſtian 
worſhip. You have appointed me to diſ- 
charge the duties of your public inſtructor, 
and to addreſs the ſupreme Being in your 
name. 


I have accepted of the appointment, and by 
the help of God ſhall diſcharge the duties of 
this honourable office ; and with reſpect to it 
I truſt that I can adopt the language of the 

He apoſtle | 
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apoſtle 'in my text: Thus 4 8 I wiſh, « even 
your perfection. 


It will be my ambition, in wah i imita- 
tion of the zeal, and exemplary conduct of my 
predeceſſor, not only that you be well inſtruct- 
ed in the doctrines of Chriſtianity, and ex- 
horted to the duties of it, but that you diſ- 
tinguiſh yourſelves among Chriſtian churches 
by your ſuperior excellence in theſe reſpects. 
An emulation of this kind is far from being 
cenſurable. It is commendable in all Chriſ- 
tian ſocieties, in all Chriſtian miniſters, and in 
all Chriſtian perſons. We ſhould u ear- 
neſtly the beſt gifts, and provoke unto love and to 
good works, It will be my wiſh to have it in 
my power to boaſt of you, as I rejoice in be- 
ing able to do with reſpect to the congregation 
that I ſerved at Leeds, and ſtill more that of 
Birmingham; and I think I may venture to 

fay that there is not in this country a Chriſ- 
tian ſociety, conſiſting of perſons, and eſpe- 
cially thoſe in younger life, better informed 
with reſpect to the principles of Chriſtianity 
in all their extent, or more zealous and ex- 


er! in the diſcharge of che duties of it. 
Many 
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Many young perſons of both ſexes in that 
congregation are ſufficiently qualified to in- 
ſtruct others, and indeed are . in the 
habit of doing it. 


What T would principally recommend for 
this excellent purpoſe (to give ſuch an idea 
of the buſineſs as a ſingle diſcourſe will admit) 
is to divide the younger part of the congrega- 
tion into two or three claſſes, according to 
their age, and the degree of their knowledge, 
and to inſtruct them ſeparately, when no other 
perſons, ſtrangers or parents, are preſent. The 
reaſon of this is pretty obvious. For no 
perſon can ſpeak to young people as he 
naturally would, and as he ought to do, when 
others are preſent. This neceſſarily divides 
his attention, and leads him to ſpeak as he 
would wiſh not thoſe who are to be inſtructed, 

but thoſe who are not to be inſtructed, to 
hear. 


For a reaſon almoſt as obvious, I would 
confine this courſe of inſtruction by claſſes to 
perſons under the age of thirty. When I 
began theſe lectures, which was in the "Pp 


B3 of 
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of my firſt ſettlement as a miniſter, I was not 
aware of the importance of this rule, and in- 
vited the whole congregation to attend the 
lectures. But the conſequence was, that the 
'more elderly part of the congregation came in 
preference to the younger part, and many of : 
theſe came not to learn, but to teach, or rather 
to cavil. I do not ſay, I do not believe, that 
there would be the ſame inconvenience in this 
place; I had nothing of this kind to appre- 
hend at Leeds, or at Birmingham. And the 
leading ſentiments of this congregation are 
too nearly the ſame with my own, to afford 
any ground for it. But ſtill I think it beſt to 
confine theſe courſes of inſtruction to the age 
that is naturally the moſt teachable, and to 

leave perſons of riper years to acquire this kind 
of knowledge by books or converſation. And 
in general they certainly ſtand in leſs need of 
PAI aſſiſtance, | 


The proper object of theſe lectures is to 
communicate, in the moſt familiar and effec- 
tual manner, the elements of religious know- 
ledge, in other words, to make young perſons 
thoroughly to underſtand the reaſons why 

| they 
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they are Chriſtians, why they are proteſtants, 
and why they are proteſtant Diſſenters. It is 
alſo to teach them what pure Chriſtianity is, 
and what are the corruptions and abuſes that 
have been introduced into it. And theſe im- 
portant articles of inſtruction cannot be given 
in detail, fo as to impreſs the mind properly, 
in miſcellaneous diſcourſes, which thoſe from 
e pulpit always, and in a manner neceſſarily, 
are, but only in a regular ſyſtem, in which the 
eaſieſt principles are explained in the firſt 
place, and articles of greater difficulty in their 
proper connection afterwards. 


Give me leave in this place to obſerve, 
that, in order to carry this plan of inſtruc- 
tion into effect, and for other important pur- 
poſes of a Chriſtian fociety, the miniſter 
ſhould have the aid of perſons of authority 
and influence in the congregation, who may 
do many things with propriety and effect 
which may be very neceſſary to be done, but 
yet can leaſt of all be expected from a perſon 
in the ſituation of a miniſter, and eſpecially 
2 diſſenting miniſter. At Birmingham about 


twelve members were choſen annually by 
| | 4 ballot, 
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ballot, as elders, to aſſiſt the miniſters in ſu- 
perintending the affairs of the congregation. 
With reſpect to this plan of lectures, ſome of 
theſe perſons annually took an account of all 
the young perſons who were of a proper age 
to be admitted into the clafles, and in return 
I gave to them an annual account of thoſe 
who had attended ; that if any admonition 
was proper to be given on the ſubject, it 
might be by them; the province of the mi- 
niſter being confined to the inſtruction of 
thoſe who attended him. My advice to theſe 
elders, and to the congregation at large, was 
that thoſe who were properly children, and of 
a ſuitable age to he admitted into the two firſt 
claſſes, ſhould be obliged by the authority of 
their parents to attend them ; but that thoſe 
who were arrived to the age that was proper 
for the higheſt claſs, viz. from fixteen or 
cighteen to thirty, ſhould be allowed to judge 
and act for themſelves, their parents interpoſ- 
ing their advice only. 

I reſerve the mention of other particulars 
of a general plan for the edification of Chriſ- 
tian ſocieties to another opportunity; con- 


tenting myſelf for the preſent with the men- 
tion 
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tion of only one particular more, which is 
that in reading the ſcriptures I made it a rule 
to myſelf to give an expoſition of what I 
read; and this I have reaſon to think was 
generally conſidered to be the moſt inſtructive 
and uſeful part of my public ſervices. This 
expoſition is the more uſeful,” as it gives the 
miniſter an opportunity of mentioning a va- 
riety of topics, and eſpecially thoſe of a cri- 
tical and hiſtorical kind, which it is of con- 
ſiderable importance that Chriſtians ſhould be 
acquainted with, and yet are of ſuch a nature, 
that they might never find a proper place in a 
ſermon. Preſuming that you cannot diſap- 
prove of this part of my plan, I ſhall the next 
Lord's day begin to read and expound the 
_ goſpel hiſtory in the order of a harmony; and 
then, God willing, go through the whole of 
the New Teſtament in order; and, if it ſhould 
be acceptable, I may occaſionally give this 
expoſition in the place of a ſermon. 


Having now mentioned what appears to me 
to be neceſſary on the preſent occaſion, of 
what J had to ſuggeſt for the edification of this 


Chriſtian ſociety, I ſhall juſt ſpeak to a few 
objece 
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objections that may be made to the introduc. 
tion of them. 


It may be faid that the inſtruction of the 
younger part of the congregation by claſſes 
muſt have been found impracticable, at leaſt 
in the metropolis, or it would certainly have 
been adopted and continued. But I cannot 
eaſily perſuade myſelf that what has been 
found very practicable, and highly uſeful, in 
large country towns, ſhould not be ſo in this 
or any other place. It is certainly as much 
wanted in or near London as in any place 


whatever. There young perſons are moſt of 
all in the way of ſeduction both with reſpect 
to principles and practice; and therefore the 
guard againſt this ſeduction in this Fler 


ought to be peculiarly ſtrong. 


Veg men in particular : are much more 
likely to meet with unbelievers in the metro- 
olis, than in any other part of the kingdom. 
They ought, therefore, to be better grounded 
in the evidences of Chriſtianity; that, as the 
apoſtle ſays, they may always be able to give 
g reaſon of the hope that is in them. Here alſo 
they 
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they are more likely to meet with perſons of 
religious perſuaſions different from their own, 
and therefore they ought to be well verſed in 
every thing relating to the theory of religion, 
and the hiſtory of it, or the whole compaſs of 
religious controverſy, in order that to the 
arguments of others they may be able to op- 
poſe their own. And ſince you would not 
wiſh that things of this kind ſhould be fre- 
quently brought into the pulpit (though 
there may be the greateſt propriety in doing 
this occaſionally) there ſhould be ſome other 
proper opportunity of giving this kind of in- 


formation. 


What is the reaſon why ſo many young 
perſons of the preſent age become unbelievers, 
or why do others of them deſert the diſſenting 
intereſt? It can only be becauſe they were 
not at a proper age taught to underſtand, and to 
value, their principles, as Chriſtians or Diſſen- 
ters; and therefore the means that has hitherto 
been employed to attain this deſirable end 
have not been ſufficient. Conſequently there 
is a call upon us to attempt ſomething that 
has not yet been done. 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, why ſhould that which is actually 
practiſed i in other places, great cities not ex- 
cepted, be deemed impracticable here? In 
all churches of foreign Proteſtants, the ſepa- 
cate inſtruction of children and young perſons 
out of the pulpit, is conſidered to be as much 
the ſtated duty of the miniſter as any thing 
that he does in it. With them there is no 
example of any perſons whatever, rich or 
poor, growing up to years of maturity without 
going through a regular courſe of catechiſing; 
after which they of courſe become commu- 
nicants. This, therefore, is neceſſarily at 
a very early age, never later than about four- 
teen, ſo that the ſuperſtitious dread of this 
ordinance, which has taken ſuch firm hold on 
the minds of Chriſtians in this country, and 
eſpecially the Diſſenters, is with them effec- 
tually precluded and unknown. And it may 
be preſumed that when a perſon is in the 
habit of frequently declaring himſelf a Chriſ- 
tian, in the leaſt equivocal manner, he will be 
more attentive to the principles and the 
duties of his profeſſion. It was obſerved as 
an extraordinary fight in this country, that 
when ſeveral thouſands of Hanoverian and 

Heſſian 
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Heſſian troops, who were Lutherans, were 
brought over hither in the laſt rebellion, they 
all, as I have been informed, received the 
Lord's Supper in their ranks. With us both 
this Chriſtian ordinance, and the inſtruction of 
youth preparatory to it, are equally and 
ſhamefully neglected. 


It will be ſaid by ſome, that no proper 
time can be found for theſe exerciſes; that on 
the Lord's day the miniſter is too much oc- 
cupied with other duty, and on the week days 
thoſe who ſhould be his pupils; ſo that they 
can never conveniently meet. But when any 
object is deemed of ſufficient value, the means 
of gaining it will be found. When I was at 
Straſbourg, which was in the month of Sept. 
1774, going out of curioſity into a large Lu- 
theran church, at fix o'clock in the morning, 
I found three miniſters inſtructing three claſſes 
at that early hour, in different parts of the 
church, ſo as to be out of each other's hear- 
ing, and one of theſe claſſes conſiſted of grown 
up young women. Going thence into another 
of their churches, I found two of the miniſters 
ſo employed. This was after I had been in 
the 
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the habit of giving ſimilar lectures at Leeds. 
There, however, as well as at Birmingham, I 
found, by trial, that the moſt convenient time 
for theſe lectures was on the Lord's day. 
Having undertaken the office of paſtor in this 
congregation, I am willing to ſubmit to any 
perſonal inconvenience rather than that which 
i conceive to be the moſt important part of 
the miniſterial duty ſhould not be diſcharged. 
You will pleaſe to conſider my propofal, and 
I ſhall chearfully follow your directions with 
reſpect to the mode of eee the ſcheme 
into executon. 


If you aſk how it has come to paſs that 
this duty, ſo important and uſeful as I con- 
ceive it to be, ſhould have been ſo much 
neglected by thoſe who are uſually called ra- 
tional diſſenting miniſters (for it is not wholly 
neglected by others) the anſwer is pretty ob- 
vious. Till of late years only one ſyſtem, and 
one book of religious inſtruction was received 
among Diſſenters; and this was the Aſem- 
bly's Catechiſin: and thoſe miniſters who be- 
gan to enquire and think for themſelves be- 
ginning to diſlike the principles of that 

TS : cate- 
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catechiſm, while the people remained attached 
to them, had no means of freeing themſelves 
from the embarraſſment of this ſituation, but 
by neglecting this part of their duty altogether. 


| At this day miniſters are happily more at 


liberty to chuſe their own modes of inſtruction; 
and in this favourable ſituation I truſt they 
will ſoon generally revert to the laudable cuſ- 
toms of our anceſtors at home, and that of 
Proteſtants abroad. | 


Some may object to theſe lectures, and this 
expoſition of the ſcriptures, as innovations, 
what they have not been uſed to. But I truſt 
I am ſpeaking to perſons who will not object 
to any innovation that promiſes to be an im- 
provement. Beſides, the things that I now 
recommend, and wiſh to introduce, are, in 
fact, no innovations; being only the revival 

of antient cuſtoms, ſuch as I well remember 

to have been practiſed in the place which I 
attended while I was young ; where the mi- 
niſter both catechiſed, and likewiſe expounded 
the ſcriptures whenever he read them. This, 
indeed, is the only method of making intel- 
igen Chriſtians, and bringing perſons well 
acquainted 
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acquainted with the ſcriptures, which are the 
ſource of all religious knowledge. 


It may be faid, that the buſineſs of cate- 
chifing falts within the proper department of 
the parent. No doubt it does, and ſo does 
the inſtruction of his ſervants, and every 
pther moral duty whatever. But in all this 
he finds his account in public inſtruction, 
both with reſpect to himſelf and every branch 
of his family; and the buſineſs of catechiſing 
will be carried to much more advantage, when 
both the parent and the miniſter take their 
part in it. Beſides, at this day there are but 
too many parents who, having been neglected 
with reſpect to this article of inſtruction 
themſelves, give but little attention to it 
in their own families; and in this caſe it is 
certainly better that ſome proviſion be made 
for doing it by the miniſter, than that it 
ſhould be neglected altogether. 


80 far am I from withing to ſuperſede the 
inſtruction of the parent by theſe catechetical 
lectures, that this additional help will be in a 


manner neceſſary, and always uſeful, to the 
chil- 


of young Perſons. 33 
children, in aſſiſting them to perform the 
little taſks that may be occaſionally given 
them; and the attention to this buſineſs, on 
the part of the parent, or ſome of the elder 
branches of the family, will be found to be 
of great uſe to themſelves, by leading them 
to look back to thoſe things which they had 
formerly, and perhaps but imperfectly, learn- 
ed. This is a very conſiderable advantage, 
which cannot fail to accrue, in an indirect 
manner, from the plan of inſtruction that I 
have propoſed. But I cannot in this place 
explain the 8 


Laſtly, ſome that are diſpoſed to cavil may 
ſay, I take this opportunity of communicating 
my own peculiar principles ; and no doubt I 
ſhall do it, as far as I find my pupils capable 
of underſtanding them. Whatever I think 
to be true and important myſelf, I ſhall al- 
ways think it my duty to impart- to others. 
But I ſhall never fail to lay greater ſtreſs upon 
Chriſtianity itſelf, in any form, than upon 
my own peculiar ideas concerning it; and the 
great duties of the Chriſtian life, which are 
of infinitely more importance than any ſpecu- 

| 8 | lative 
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lative opinions, are the ſame on all ous 
ſchemes. 


8 an article of theory, I certainly lay con- 
ſiderable ſtreſs on certain opinions concerning 
God, and his moral government, concerning 
the perſon of Chriſt, and ſome particular 
doctrines of revelation. I conſider God as 
one being, and one perſon, and Chriſt as a 
prophet mighty in word and in deed, or a man 
inſpired of God, who taught the will of 
God; whom God raiſed from the dead, and 
who will come again to raiſe all the dead, and 
judge the world. I alſo believe there is 
no other judgment, or future ſtate, prior to 
this, which is emphatically called the great 
day; and I ſhall take every proper opportu- 
nity of inſiſting upon theſe, important doc- 
trines. But the article with reſpect to which 
all Chriſtians agree, and ever have agreed, is 
of infinitely more moment than all the reſt, 
viz. that there is a life after this, and that in 
this future life all men will receive. according 
to their character and actions here. This is 
the one great truth of revelation. It is what 
Tan could never have diſcovered by the _ 
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of nature; and it was in order to give the 
higheſt degree of credibility to, this one truth, 
viz. the doctrine of a reſurrection from the 
dead, that the divine miſſion of Chriſt and of 
the apoſtles were provided. Life and immor- 
tality are brought to light by the goſpel. To 
remind you of this greateſt of all truths, and 
of the moral duties which a regard to this 
truth tends to enforce, is the great buſineſs 

of every Chriſtian miniſter. Every thing 
| elſe that he teaches, or does, is ſubſervient to 
this. For this reaſon our great object 1s to 
inculcate that deep reverence for God, that 
pure benevolence to man, and that command 
of our private appetites and paſſions, which 
give a dignity to the human character, and 
conſtitute our only preparation for that future 

ſtate, which the goſpel holds out to us. 


Since every perſon who ever called himſelf 
a Chriſtian, holds this great article of Chriſ- 
tian faith, I receive him as a brother, in 
whatever light he may conſider me ; believing 
that if we equally cultivate the ſpirit, and 
equally attend to the duties, of chriſtianity, 


gur common Saviour, and that God, whole 
© $ ſervant, 
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ſervant our Saviour was, will regard us with 
equal favour. 


J call myſelf an Unitarian, hitherto more 
uſually called a Socinian, but I do not believe 
T ſhall have any advantage hereafter over the 
Arian, or the Trinitarian, who ſhall equally 
feel and act as becomes a Chriſtian. Members 
of the church of England, and alſo of that 
of Rome, holding, as I do, the great doc- 
trine abovementioned, as taught by Chriſt, I 
conſider as brother Chriſtians, though they 
may not acknowledge me in that light. I 
_ proteſt againſt the corruptions and abuſes 
which I believe thoſe churches have intro- 
duced into Chriſtianity, and of ſupporting i in 
it; conceiving that the belief, and in ſome 
degree even the moral influence, of Ch riſtianity 
is obſtructed by that means. But if they 
be ſincere in their belief, I have no prejudice 
againſt their perſons. I am willing to believe 
that they honeſtly follow the light that God 
has given them, which is all I can pretend to 
do; and if I imagine that I Z#zow more than 
they, I certainly ought to do more, diſtin- 
guithing mylelf by my zcal in the cauſe of 

54 Ds the 
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the goſpel, in proportion as I conceive chat I 
hold it in greater purity. 


There are more particulars relating to the 
good eſtate of Chriſtian ſocieties, that I ſhall 
ſome time or other take the liberty of laying 
before you ; but T wiſh that, in the firſt 
place, you would well conſider what I have 
recommended at preſent, as being of much 
more importance than any of the reſt. All 
that your miniſters can do is to adviſe. You 
are to judge; and alſo to affiſt in the execu- 
tion. | 


Let us then, my Chriſtian brethren, while 
the connection that is now begun, and which, 
like every thing elſe here below, is of uncer- 
tain duration, ſhall continue, give mutual 
aſſiſtance to each other. We have, I truſt, 
but one common object, as we have certainly 
but one common intereſt; and we are all 
accountable to that great Being, who fixes 
the bounds of our habitation, and whoſe 
providence orders all events, for the faithful 
diſcharge. of our proper duty, in every rela- 


tion of lite. It will be my part, having 
given 
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given more attention to the various articles of 
Chriſtian knowledge than you can have had 
an opportunity of doing, to impart to you 
whatever I deem to be uſeful and important. 
It is yours to attend, and to judge with can- 
dour, to embrace the truth whenever you 
perceive its evidence, and to exerciſe forbear- 
ance towards myſelf, as well as towards all 
other Chriſtians, whenever you ſer reaſon to 
withhold your aſſent. 


But our greateſt duties relate not to ſpecu- 
lation, but to practice. We are all to be 
bearers of the word; but the great article of 
all is to be ders of the work aſſigned us by 
God to do. When our Lord ſhall return, 
and take an account of his ſervants, the en- 
quiry that he will make will not be what we 
thought concerning his perſon, or any other 
ſubject of ſpeculation, but whether we ſhall 
have obeyed his commands, and eſpecially 
whether we ſhall have fulfilled the great duty 
of Chriſtian love, which includes that of 
candour, and forbearance towards our erring 
brethren. | 


Your 


of young Perſons. 39 

Your late excellent paſtor and myſelf held 
ſeveral opinions very materially different from 
each other; yet I think I may flatter myſelf 
ſo far as to ſay, that few men-ever entertained 
a more ſincere eſteem for each other; becauſe 
we had alike the ſtrongeſt ſenſe of the inſigni- 
ficance of the greateſt articles of ſpeculation 
compared to the ſmalleſt articles of Chriſtian 
practice. All that we, my brethren, can wiſh 
is to follow his ſteps, in order to have a happy 
meeting with him, and ſuch as he was, here- 
after; and I have hardly an idea of a ſtate of 
greater happineſs for lovers of truth, and 
lovers of virtue, of our race, than frequent in- 
tercourſe with ſuch perſons as he was, whoſe 
character I had an opportunity of enlarging 
upon the laſt time that I ſpake from this place. 
As the vicious never fail to corrupt one ano= 
ther by their ſociety, ſo the virtuous conti- 
nually improve each other; and we muſt 
not forget that the moſt perfe& of our 
race are ſtill imperfect characters, though 
capable- of infinite improvement; and that 
the farther we are advanced towards perfec- 
tion on this ſide the grave, the greater advan- 
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tage we ſhall ff: out with in that which com- 
mences beyond it. 


To this great end let us, my brethren, 
bend all our endeavors. The whole of this 
life is but a temporary and probationary ſtate, 
the proper buſineſs of which is our prepara- 
tion for a future and permanent one ; and 
Chriſtian ſocieties, with a proviſion for public 
inſtruction, are only one means of aſſiſting us 
in this preparation, by providing that men be 
admonithed of their duty, and taught how 
to derive the proper advantage from every in- 


cident in life, reſpecting ourſelves or others. 


When this great end ſhall be accompliſhed; 


when, by this and every other proper means, 


we ſhall be Suilt up in the Holy faith wheres 
awe make profeſſion, and eſpecially when we 
ſhall have ediſied one another in love, then will 
the faithful paſtor, and the well- inſtructed 
and improved hearers, be prepared, to meet 
the great Shepherd of the whole flock, and 
not be aſhamed before him at his coming. 
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